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Unterrichtseinheit: American History with Forrest Gump
Arbeitsblatt 8: Winston Groom: Forrest Gump (published 1994) - Lösung

Homework: Read pp. 9-13

Then write down the facts about Forrest Gump.

Find all the words he uses as synonyms for ‘idiot’

How is Forrest treated in his childhood

· by his mother?

· by the others?

Suggested solutions

Facts about Forrest Gump:

Born in the American South

IQ of 70

Named after General Nathan Bedford Forrest who fought in the Civil War. Started the Ku Klux Klan later.
Father killed in an accident in the docks where he worked: a crate of bananas squashed him.
His mother gets a widow’s pension and takes in boarders.
After one year in public school he is transferred to special school, or as he puts it: to “another sort of school with spasmos and retards”(“nut school”) where he stays for five or six years.

At the age of 16, he was six foot six and weighed two hundred forty-two pounds. 

Synonyms for ‘idiot’

Imbecile, moron, halfwit, (Mongolian idiot), funny feller (fellow), retard, nut.
(teachers might want to discuss the literary allusions – Dostojewski, Shakespeare, Faulkner, Harper Lee, Steinbeck – and how their “idiots” behave. We discussed Lennie in Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” as we had read the book only a few weeks before.)

How Forrest is treated in his childhood by his mother:

His mother behaves in a very kind and caring way towards him, keeps him by her side so that other kids can’t hurt him, talks to him, makes him feel “real safe and nice”, places him in the “normal” school system, gives him advice ( “not to play with them boys anymore”).
How Forrest is treated by the others

· he is exploited (the man who has him move dirt and only pays one dollar)

· he is teased and hit by the boys

· the girls run away

· the other children never play with him

· Jenny Curran is the exception: she lets him walk next to her going home after school

· teachers in public school scold him and finally send him to special school

· he is given some responsiblity in special school (look after a big fat boy)
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